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Tlie Rosebud Foyer of the Texas Slate College for Women maker an appropriate olllai for I be rkolr. 

A challenging alary of the fonniling of a hoy choir 
that haa iron great fame in a coin inirali rely short time. 

Will/ not u Cnininiinitii Ihn/ 1 hair'l 

by George Bragg 


YY/ 1. BEGAN the Denton Civic Boy 
” Choir in March, 1946 as on oppor- 
tunity ior Ihe musically interested hoys 
l uges 8*15.1 in the city of Denton, Testis. 
The idea of a hoy choir, though new to 
the people of the town, caught on like wild 
fire with both the parents and the hoys: the 


a confusion of sound which seemed at first 
to the child mind overwhelming. 

Presto! Legato! Pianissimo! Forte! 
Sounds of mah. koo. loo. and hay : the li--.It 
of I -2-3-1 resounding over the constancy 
of sounds, and the sounds increasing be- 
fore dying away to such a degree that it 
seemed silence was part of something. Be- 
fore the novice stood the director who 
spoke a language with his hands and made 

moment discouraged and the next compl'i' 


These 37 boys two weeks before had 


themselves part of musical 


liistory-m-the-making, building toward a 


- ___m Saturday kiddie Mato® 

still the cloud of mystery veiled tin ah* 
of the ini|Hirlance of a hoy choir and 


understood; four-four cl 

From that moment, pmgrrs 
agreed order by lessons see 
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- and note became a 

c 7 Their exercises developed skills. 

ranges increased, quality produced quality 
and. finally, control was so conditioned that 
no longer was the staccato stabbed, but it 
became os resilient as a bouncing ball. 

Skill in the performance of music was 
the ultimate desire in developing Ihe Den- 
ton Civic Boy Choir. To nurture the neces. 
sides of exactness and confidence of per- 
formance on the part of the boys, the 
privilege of singing for their parents was 
extended to them. Having l»een taught to 
think ahead in singing so that die singer 
would always be prepared, this principle 
was now put into practice, and proved to 
he a real test, in this brief encounter of 
"supreme trial" I ior it is a maxim tllat the 
chorister will always respond to the direc- 
tions of the doting kindred in the audience 
radicr than to the directions of hie choir- 
master on Ihe stage i . Ihe weaknesses were 
magnified, but the eonfidcurce were health- 
ily strengthened, not only lor the boys, but 
for the parents alike. 

They steadily assured themselves of their 
place in a creative world, knowing con- 
stantly that die best they could do with 
great music was the least which could be 
acceptable. Music by the great composers 

ah-, I bv boys who, unitedly, would live 
past their time. 

A sincere respect lor the present day 

the boys* deep respect lor their own work. 

a valuable commodity, ex- 

-. As slowly as when light is 
realised on an overcast day, discrimination 
between good and bad music was made; 
and. as suddenly as when dawn is discov- 
ered OB a crystalline day. the hoys seemed 
to realise that quality made the difference. 

Within a year and a halt the group be- 
gan to travel to neighboring towns to enter- 
tain. .Since that time they have enjoyed the 
rare experiences which conic only to the 
troupers ui the entertainment world. Sun 
Valley. Salt Lake City. Flagstaff. Albu- 
querque, Houston, New Orleans and Mo- 

Philadelphia, New York City and Cinein- 

Williin a four tear period, the choir hud 
traveled twenty thousand miles through 
is only -five states and Mexico. It had be- 
come associated with the International 
Artists Corporation of New York. It liad 

• lading; a eoast-to-coaat broadcast over the 
National Broadcasting Company and the 
DuMont Television Network. It televised 
with Ixiraine Day and Johnny Johnston at 
the Polo Grounds in New York City where 
the hoys were the guests ol die New* York 
Giants. By qwrial invitation the group sang 




lur the Sail Lake City Tabernacle Choir 
and received as a gift from its director an 
arrangement made especially for Ihe boy 
choir ol the famous Latter-Day Sainta* 
hymn- Come, Come Fe Sninlt. 

They have been entertained on the rustic 
ranches ol the West, and on the extrava- 
gant estates of the East. They have at- 
tended teas, buffet suppers, receptions and 
banquets and known die thrill ol the op- 
plnu-e ol an audience of 20.000 people and 
the intimacy oi private concerts. 

In the minds of the some one hundred 
fifty boys who have enjoyed the privileges 
of the Denton Civic Boy Choir the past 
seven vear*. there will continuously lie a 
storehouse of rich experiences irnni which 
they may draw to enliven their daily living. 
In their travels they have come to know 

cert and enlertoinment world among whom 
are Martha Graham, Ted Shawn, Charles 
Laughton. Robert Shaw, J. Spencer Corn- 
wall. Don Gillis, Salvatore Baccalnm, Fran- 
ces Yecnd and Frances Magnrs. Tile boys 
look u|Kin Ihe privilege ui knowing per- 
smially such outstanding persons ns one of 
the blessings derived from their choir work. 

keeping with the design ol the group by 

developing fullness in youth. We see ill the 
medium ol boy choir a means of develop- 
ing character, a means by which a boy 
mines to know himself, thereby preparing 
his life for nobler things to come; an cn- 

resoimnec In Ins living, ior through Ihe 
unrelated subjects unitedly How. 

and its studies, history comes alive, geog- 
raphy transcends its pages, physical cduca- 

freshness, and even the subject of everyday 
conversation is important. Neatness, a 
quality most foreign to the usual nine or 
ten year old bny. finds a paramount place 

home life, as well as his public Hie. 

We have seen, lime and again, hoys who 
consistently made “CV* and “IT," change 

that n lien you give people high standards 
liy which to live, you always gel results. 
Tlie only lime we question tvhat tlie results 

Interested persons huve asked us through 


e did In 


group of boys on a | 
investigaled and turn 


choir’s being. [Continued on Page 56) 
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The Last Living Pupil 
of Franz Liszt 

Secured by Julia Hauser Welch 
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Decentralization 


A challenging suggestion 


In Music 


for the solution of an ever- 
growing problem with present- 
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Shaping the Fingers 


on the String 
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by James Francis 
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Third Movement 















Mso available' in" Your Favorite Duets, "cempiiod and edited by George Walter Anthony. [410.41021] 

Copyright IMS by The John Church Company International Copyright securwl 
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ETUDE- APRIL M3 


Overture in E minor 




CDS- APRIL 



Copyright i 




The Tortoise Has Won!* 

Allegretto ADA RICHTER 
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Poor Little Zizi 
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BAND DIRECTORS! 
INSTRUMENTALISTS! 

The New and Bigger 

PRESSER 

BAND 

CATALOG 

is now available 
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WHERE SHALL I GO TO STUDY? 


, Plano S.ml.an HfcKIHA fcNtotL 
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BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVIUE. SOUTH CAROLINA 


flot ohAl( to MAKE A LIVING bet to LIVE . . . 


A well-rounded curriculum, 
A practical Christian philosophy of life, 
A cultural approach, 
An evangelistic emphasis 

produce well-balanced young people 
trained for a life of success and service. 
Standing for the old-time religion and the absolute authority of the Bible, 
the 'World's Most Unusual University’ prepares its students 
to meet successfully the emergencies of life. 



